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The Church in Wales - Diocese of Monmouth
Rectorial Benefice of Bassaleg

Sunday Worship
St Basil, Bassaleg


8.30am
Holy Eucharist


10am
Holy Eucharist with Junior Church


6.30pm
Evening Prayer (1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays)

St John the Baptist, Rogerstone

10.45am
Holy Eucharist with Junior Church


6.30pm
Evening Prayer (4th Sunday)

St Anne, High Cross


9.30am
Holy Eucharist

11.30am
‘Time for God’

Rivermead Centre, Afon Village


3pm
Informal Worship (2nd Sunday)
Weekday Worship


Monday
9am
Morning Prayer
St Basil



7.30pm
Holy Eucharist
St Basil

(Third Monday with Healing Ministry)


Tuesday
9am
Morning Prayer
St John



10am
Holy Eucharist
St John

(Second Tuesday with Healing Ministry)


Wednesday
9am
Morning Prayer
St Basil



10am
Holy Eucharist
St Basil


Thursday 
9am
Morning Prayer
St Anne



10am
Holy Eucharist
St Anne

(First Thursday with Healing Ministry)


Friday
8am
Holy Eucharist 
St Basil



9am
Morning Prayer
St Basil
Diary Night
Arrangement of Baptisms, Weddings, Banns of Marriage and any non-urgent matters can be made at St Basil’s Church on most Mondays from 6.30pm to 7pm.

WHO’S WHO IN THE BENEFICE

Rector 
Revd Canon Jonathan Williams 
Tel.  893258

      
The Vicarage, 1 Church View, Bassaleg, 

NP10 8ND

Team   
Revd Christopher Stone 

Tel.  893357

Vicar
St John’s Vicarage, 25 Wern Terrace, Rogerstone, 


NP10 9FG

Assistant
Revd Richard Mulcahy

Tel.  894641

Curate
9 High Cross Drive, Rogerstone, NP10 9AB

Licensed
Mrs Hilary Prest

Tel.  412803 Reader
Benefice
Mr Gary Probert


Tel.  679218
Wardens
Mrs Gail Peacock


Tel.  893168 
Sub-
Mrs Carole Loftus


Tel.  662973
Wardens
Mrs Sarah Mulcahy


Tel.  894641


Mr Lee Bartlett



Tel.  893770

Mr Ashley Rogers


Tel.  894904

Magazine Editor   Mr Geoff Nicholls, 
93 Ruskin Avenue, Rogerstone, Newport, NP10 0BD. 

Tel: 894579;  Email: gpnicholls@talktalk.net
Parish Website : www.bassalegbenefice.org
St. John’s Vicarage                                                                                                                                          Wern Terrace

Come in!
At this time of year there is always a great sense of anticipation and of hope.  As we make our plans for Christmas, we anticipate the variety of services which help us to celebrate the birth of Jesus: school Christmas services, carol services, crib services, and the uniquely special service of midnight Mass.
One of my favourite stories about a school nativity service (not in one of our local schools!) is of the little boy who wanted to play the part of Joseph.  He was very disappointed to be given instead the part of the innkeeper, but he appeared to accept his teacher’s decision and got on with his part in the play.  However, on the day of the performance, in front of a school hall packed with parents, the boy took his revenge.  When Joseph and Mary asked him if there was any room in his inn, he abandoned the script, stood back so that the door to the inn was wide open and said, ‘yes there’s plenty of room; come on in!’
That might not be the way the familiar story goes, but I think the little boy’s actions have some things to say to us at Christmas.  We all are invited to ‘come in’ to greet the holy child, born into such very humble surroundings.  All will be welcomed to the variety of different services which our churches offer at Christmas, as we join together in celebrating the birth of Jesus, the One who comes to save us and bring us joy.  There literally is ‘room for all’ because God welcomes each and every one of us.  He does not want anyone to be turned away, because He loves each of us so much.  God has shown the depth of that love in His unique gift to us; the gift of His Son, born as one of us, part of a loving human family; the One who was willing ultimately to give his life for us, so that we might share in his life, for ever.
We anticipate the celebration of Jesus’ birth, not only because it is a great excuse for a bit of a party, but also because his birth gives us hope.  Hope for the future.  Hope in the midst of much that seems to be changing all around us.  Our Christmas celebrations lead into celebrations of the new year, with a heightened sense of anticipation for all that 2012 might bring.  Many will be praying that the next year will be better than the last; others will be going into the new year with a deep sense of anxiety and uncertainty.  However we approach 2012, we should remember the wonderful promise which Jesus made to us:  ‘remember that I am with you always; yes, to the end of time’ (Matthew 28, verse 20).  Jesus promises to be there with us in whatever it is that life brings; in the happy times and in the sadnesses; in the pain and also in the joy.
At Christmas, God welcomes us all to celebrate the birth of His Son, the One who brings hope to the world.  God invites us to come in because He has made sure that there is room for us all.

Wishing you all ever blessing for Christmas and the New Year

Chris
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From the Benefice Registers
HOLY BAPTISM
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Nov
6
Ethan Jonathan Russell



Nia Lowry Drummond


20
Morgan Thomas Scott
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CHRISTMAS POSTERS

As in previous years, we will be producing posters advertising our Christmas Services. Please make sure that you take some to put in your windows as well as local shops, factories and offices. We are also producing smaller posters for people to put in their car windows. Please don’t leave them in a pile at the back of the churches but distribute them widely around the Benefice. 
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CHRISTMAS CARDS

Once again this year we are giving you the opportunity to put up one Christmas card in church for all your church friends and donate the money saved to charity. The charity we will collect for in Church is the Raven House Trust but you can give the money to a charity of your choice. The boards will go up at the beginning of December in each of the churches and a collecting point for donations will be set up. If you use the Gift Aid envelopes then you can give even more. 
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LIGHT UP A LIFE

The St David’s Foundation are organising a ‘Light up a Life’ Service at St Basil’s on Thursday 8th December at 7pm. If you wish to have loved ones remembered at this service you will find leaflets at the back of St Basil’s for you to use to send the names to the St David’s foundation. All are welcome to the service.
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.supercoloring.com/pages/three-kings-on-camels/" 
EPIPHANY SERVICE & PARTY

This year the Feast of the Epiphany, 6th January, falls on a Friday and we are going to do something a bit different. We are having a special service for the whole Benefice at St Basil’s at 7pm followed by a party. We want to make the service and party together a truly all age event and hope we have lots of people from across all the churches to celebrate the visit of the wise men to Jesus.
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INTERCESSIONS TRAINING

We are inviting all those involved in leading the intercessions at all three churches to come to a session to share ideas and get some encouragement and training. We are running the session twice in the hope that one of the dates will be convenient. You only need to come to one session. If anyone new would like to get be involved in this ministry then please come along to a session. The meetings will last no more than an hour and a half and are as follows:


Tuesday 17th January - 7.30pm at St John’s


Saturday 28th January - 11am at St Basil’s
If you need a lift then please contact Jonathan on 893258. 

CHRISTMAS & EPIPHANY
2011-2012
SERVICES PREPARING FOR CHRISTMAS
Sunday 11th December

3.00pm
Carol Service at the Rivermead Centre, 



Afon Village

Thursday 15th December
7.30pm 
Community Carol Service at St John’s 



with Rogerstone Band

Sunday 18th December
11.30am 
Carol Service at St Anne’s

Monday 19th December

7.30pm 
Carol Service at St Basil’s with Brass Group

SERVICES FOR CHRISTMAS & EPIPHANY 

Saturday 24th December - Christmas Eve
4.00pm
Crib Service at St John’s

4.00pm 
Christingle Service at St Basil’s

11.30pm
Midnight Mass at St Basil’s

11.30pm
Midnight Mass at St John’s

Sunday 25th December - Christmas Day
8.30am
Holy Eucharist at St Basil’s

9.30am
Family Eucharist at St Anne’s

10.00am
Family Eucharist at St Basil’s

10.45am
Family Eucharist at St John’s

 Monday 26th to Friday 30th December


No Services

Sunday 1st January - The Naming of Jesus

11.00am
Benefice Eucharist at St Basil’s


No other Services

Monday 2nd January


No Services

Tuesday 3rd January

10.00am
Holy Eucharist at St John’s

Wednesday 4th January

10.00am
Holy Eucharist at St Basil’s

Thursday 5th January
10.00am
Holy Eucharist at St Anne’s

Friday 6th January – The Epiphany

8.00am
Holy Eucharist at St Basil’s

7.00pm
Epiphany Service and Party at St Basil’s
Sunday 8th January - The Baptism of Christ

8.30am
Holy Eucharist at St Basil’s

9.30am
Holy Eucharist at St Anne’s

10.00am
Holy Eucharist at St Basil’s

10.45am
Holy Eucharist at St John’s

11.30am
‘Time for God’ at St Anne’s

 6.30pm
Evening Worship at St Basil’s
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Christian Aid
I have still had no response to my article in the October edition!  This can only mean one of two things; either you are all too busy already giving to the various emergency appeals, or…………

As Christians, the one thing that we cannot allow ourselves to be is apathetic.  A very good friend once said to me that the road to Hell was paved with good intentions.  At the time I didn’t quite believe her, because it seemed to me that it was better to have had good intentions than not to have done.  However, I now realise the wisdom of the saying; a good intention does not provide shelter to someone who has lost absolutely everything in an earthquake or tsunami, a good intention does not fill an empty stomach or deliver clean water to someone who is thirsty, and a good intention does not help to raise someone out of poverty!  Our Lord said “If you have done it (or not done it) unto the least of these my children, then you have done it (or not done it) unto me.”  We would do well to remember this whenever we have a good intention.

I hope you all have a lovely Christmas, and when we “meet” again in February, it will be time to start thinking about Christian Aid Week! 













Pat Nicholls
01633 894579
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Pastoral Visiting Team Update.

We plan to have a meeting to finalise the Pastoral 

Visiting team on Saturday 14th January at 11am 

in St. John’s Church.

At the meeting, team members will be given their 

i.d. badge, and details of how the team will operate.

  If you have taken part in the training, please come along.

          If you didn’t attend the training but would like to be part

    of the team, please give me a ring on 893357.

Chris Stone
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It has been our practice for a number of years

to encourage our children to think of others,

less fortunate than themselves, at what for

them can all too easily become a time of “getting”.

So, if you can help/encourage your child/ren to bring a gift to place under the tree at any time after it arrives in St. Basil’s, the tradition will continue.

“Santa” will take them up to the after-school club on the Gyrnos estate at Merthyr Tydfil shortly after Christmas where the kindness of the Benefice children will be much appreciated.

Eric Cunnell
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St Basil’s Mothers’ Union

By the time the magazine is printed the Revd. Chris Stone will have celebrated the Eucharist with us as we prepare for Advent.

We will be filling toilet bags again to donate to Newport Women’s Aid, along with books and chocolates for the children. I would be grateful if I could receive the bags early in December so that they can be delivered in plenty of time for Christmas.

Over the past year we have had a very varied and most enjoyable series of events and I would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone for all their help and support.

Our next meetings are as follows. 

Tuesday December 6th                  Deanery Advent Service

                                           St. Dyfrig’s Church  Llanrumney

Tuesday December 13th 2.30pm       Celebrating Christmas

                                                            St. Basil’s Church Hall

Tuesday January 24th    7.45pm                    AGM

                                                            St. Basil’s Church Hall

On behalf of all members of St. Basil’s Mothers’ Union 
I would like to wish you all a very Happy and Peaceful Christmas and New Year.

Kay Rogers
‘WELL DONE GOOD AND FAITHFUL SERVANTS’

It is with deep sadness that we report the death of two faithful but very different priests who served in the Parish of Bassaleg. 
Canon Leonard Bartle-Jenkins was Vicar of Bassaleg from 1955 to 1974. He was very much of the old school but is remembered by many with affection. He was also Rural Dean, a post he retained when he moved to the nearby parish of Michaelston y Fedw. He retired first to Cardiff, and then moved to Bridgend to be near his daughter. He suffered poor health in his final years but kept up his spirits and was faithful to the end, dying at the age of 98.

Fr Jeremy Winston arrived in Bassaleg as a newly ordained deacon in 1979 to look after St John's Church. He had an immediate impact with his tireless work ethic and total charm. He encouraged the young, and made the old feel loved. He formed friendships that remained to the end. He left Bassaleg in 1983 to be first Vicar of St Arvans and then in 1993 at St Mary's Abergavenny. His ministry there was remarkable in the development of both the Priory Centre and the Tithe Barn, as well as the renewal in the worshipping life of the parish. Many of us were so delighted when earlier this year he was appointed Dean of St Woolos Cathedral. His installation at the beginning of September was a grand and uplifting affair as you would expect from Jeremy. Yet only a couple of weeks later he was taken ill and diagnosed with an inoperable brain tumour. He was about to start treatment when he died suddenly on the morning of 21st November aged just 57. He will be sadly mourned by many but has gone to be with the Lord that he loved and served.

May they both rest in peace.
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PARISH MENS GROUP   
11th November 2011

An excellent meeting of our group took place on the extremely wet evening of Armistice Day. Nine of our members turned up, including a new member, to discuss local, national and worldwide issues.

Firstly, however, the group Christmas meal at Morels restaurant was finalized. Individuals’ choices of menu, and full payment made. The meal takes place at 12.30 pm on Thursday 8th December.

The latest plans for the development of Newport City Centre were then studied. This stimulated a great deal of comment, much of it not very complimentary, about Newport in general, and the shopping centre in particular. The proposed plans could be a big improvement, but we would need to have shops that would stay in the area and not move out to Spytty.

The turmoil in Europe was discussed very briefly, in particular the conduct of the German and French leaders, who stated that China would have to bail them out, to which the Chinese leaders gave a resounding NO.
St. Johns Church Hall, which will be on our agenda for some time, was discussed, but there seems to be very little progress, other than a rough estimate on the cost of the roof repairs. Of course the south-facing roof is the main problem.

Funding; We presume the investigation for a source of funding for the complete modernization of the Church Hall, including toilets and kitchen is still on going. We have not been told otherwise.
Trips Out. We still hope to continue these, but more locally during the winter months

Our January meeting will be on Friday 13th [is anyone superstitious?] We will of course meet before then for our Christmas Dinner.



Jack Tennant
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A Camel Train in the Libyan Desert

‘A multitude of camels shall cover you, the young camels of Midian and Ephah; all those from Sheba shall come. They shall bring gold and frankincense, and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord”    [Isaiah  60, v. 6].
From 1976 to 1979, I was chaplain to the Anglican community in Libya, based in the capital, Tripoli, but travelling far afield. Twice I drove through the desert for something like twelve hours to the large oasis of Ghadames, there to celebrate the Eucharist for a group of Indian Christians working in the local hospital, who had been brought to my attention. I was due to visit them again after the following Christmas, shortly before I left the country, but flames from a gas cooker giving me quite severe burns to my hands, that further journey had regretfully to be abandoned.

On the second visit I encountered a train of camels — with so far as I could see only one keeper and he on horseback — crossing the sand on a track of their own. Very probably they were on the way to be sold at a camel market - rather like the large one in Tripoli. Had I been on the road at that point a few minutes earlier or later, I would never have seen this sight.

Such an appearance reminded one how ‘the wise men from the east’ must have travelled with their retinue. They were truly wise because they were on a spiritual quest, to find the Lord Jesus. It is that quest which hopefully dominates all our lives.

(This piece was written by Rev. David Williams, a friend of Glenys Kindred, and kindly submitted by her)

THE GIFT

At Christmas time gifts are exchanged

In every Christian nation.

And things are lavishly arranged

For every celebration.

And yet, the greatest gift of all

Was lying in a cattle stall.

It was the Virgin Mary’s Son.

A little baby boy,

A child sent to a sinful world

To fill our hearts with joy,

To save mankind from sin He came,

The baby Jesus was his name.

The shepherds and the wise men came

To see this little stranger,

They found him there, the Son of God

In Bethlehem’s crude manger,

The wise men’s gifts, so we are told

Were Myrrh and Frankincense and Gold.

As time went by the child grew up,

Perfect in every way,

Unblemished in His character,

Whether at work or play,

His loving nature, we believe

Was more to give than to receive.

He gave to all the gift of love,

He gave His time to teach,

He gave sight to the blind man,

And to the dumb gave speech.

From some folk evil spirits fled,

And life He gave back to the dead.

He
gave the multitude their food,

Five thousand souls he fed,

From just two tiny fishes

And five small loaves of bread.

These facts are each one true we know,

St. Matthew’s Gospel tells us so.

And yet in spite of all His works,

And all the good He’d done,

Men plotted to destroy him,

God’s one and only Son,

The gift God sent to make men free,

Sentenced to die on Calvary.

We know Christ gave more than received,

God bless His Holy name,

We also know He bore our sins,

For us He took the blame,

And with much agony and strife,

He gave us all He had - His life.

And still, while hanging on the Cross,

With only hours to live,

In agony and anguish

His nature was to give,

And for the sake of you and me,

Gave us forgiveness, full and free.

So let’s all make our gift to God,

Whose sight is never dim,

The gift our Saviour asks of us,

To give our hearts to him.

‘Twill help repay Him for His loss,

Right from the cradle to the Cross.

Gordon J. Tellain ©
{Thanks to Bette Cox for submitting this poem}

COFFEE  MORNING and CAKE STALL

St. John’s Church Hall
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Saturdays  10th December and 14th January

10.30 am to 11.45 am

In aid of Church Hall funds

St. John’s Church Hall

MODERN SEQUENCE DANCING

Friday Nights   8.00 pm to 10.30pm

£1.50 
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Wedgwood and the Portland Vase
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Looking back over the years, I find

 that I haven’t said anything about what is perhaps the most well-known name in the china world. I mean “Wedgwood”. So I 

think it is high time that I rectified that omission.

The worldwide repute of the name 

and wares is highly deserved. Josiah set a 

standard of excellence that has never been equalled in pottery. A standard not confined

to the pottery and finish of a piece, but applying also to its design and decoration. This holds good not only for his higher class wares, but also for his humble everyday dinner plate in creamware, or even his dairy equipment.

In many ways Josiah Wedgwood 1730-95 was a perfectionist, not in the normal meaning of the word, in that he perfected existing standard wares. The cream coloured earthenware body was in being long before Wedgwood refined it and gave it the imposing name of “Queen’s ware”. Similarly his basalt ware was adapted from the standard black body.

The golden period of Wedgwood pottery was that known as Wedgwood and Bentley(1768-80). Success did not come overnight, but as a result of painstaking research and labour. In 1754 Josiah entered into partnership with Thomas Whieldon, another famous name in the pottery world, but 5 years later started on his own account at the Ivy House Works in Burslem, moving in 1764 to the large Brick House Works.

It is a fair rule of thumb that if a piece does not bear a “Wedgwood” name mark it is not Wedgwood. The original issue of the famous Portland vase does not bear any mark. Nevertheless, wares from at least 1800 onwards should bear one of the standard marks.

The name of Wedgwood is always connected with the Portland Vase. The vase was also known as the Barberini Vase, because it was sold to Cardinal Barberini in the 18th century. It was brought  to London in 1784, and sold to the Duchess of Portland, who lent it to Josiah Wedgwood, who reproduced it in Jasper ware. The original Portland vase was smashed by an Irish scene painter while it was displayed on loan in the British Museum. It has since been restored twice at intervals of more than a century, and now belongs to the nation. Now in the British Museum and cased in glass, it is probably the best known of all surviving Roman works of art, possibly made in Alexandria, centre of glassmaking in the ancient world.

A mark depicting the Portland vase, printed in various colours is found on Wedgwood bone china since its reintroduction in 1878. Now it is just the thing to own a piece of china with a mark like that on its base. If there is no mark, then it is not Wedgwood.

Of the various 20th century Wedgwood porcelains, the “Fairy” lustre is noteworthy. These “Fairy” wares were introduced in 1915. 

John Southall


Editor’s note
Many thanks to all who have contributed 
towards this month’s magazine. 
   Could you please ensure that all contributions 

   for the February edition of Basilican reach me 
   by  22nd January. Thank you

Best wishes for a Happy Christmas and 

a Peaceful and Blessed New Year 

to all readers and contributors

Geoff Nicholls






